NOTICE OF MEETING

AGENDA FOR THE STANDARDS
COMMITTEE

Monday, 14th September, 2026, 7.00 pm - George Meehan House,
294 High Road, N22 8JZ.

Watch the meeting live or view all of our meetings on Youtube

Members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting. If you wish to speak at
the meeting please register by emailing the Democratic Services Officer. Contact
details can be found at the end of the agenda front sheet.

Elected Members: Scott Emery, Mike Hodges, Andrea Hodgson (Chair),
Edward Thacker and Elin Weston

Quorum: 3

1. FILMING AT MEETINGS

Please note this meeting may be filmed or recorded by the Council for live or
subsequent broadcast via the Council’s internet site or by anyone attending
the meeting using any communication method. Members of the public
participating in the meeting (e.g. making deputations, asking questions,
making oral protests) should be aware that they are likely to be filmed,
recorded or reported on. By entering the ‘meeting room’, you are consenting
to being filmed and to the possible use of those images and sound recordings.

The Chair of the meeting has the discretion to terminate or suspend filming or
recording, if in his or her opinion continuation of the filming, recording or
reporting would disrupt or prejudice the proceedings, infringe the rights of any
individual, or may lead to the breach of a legal obligation by the Council.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
To receive any apologies for absence.

3. URGENT BUSINESS

Haringey


https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/38259796601358?p=X7Hukbc7ATPaZs4kgL
https://www.youtube.com/haringeycouncil

The Chair will consider the admission of any late items of Urgent Business.
(Late items will be considered under the agenda item where they appear. New
items will be dealt with under item 7 below).

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

A member with a disclosable pecuniary interest or a prejudicial interest in a
matter who attends a meeting of the authority at which the matter is
considered:

(i) must disclose the interest at the start of the meeting or when the interest
becomes apparent, and

(i) may not participate in any discussion or vote on the matter and must
withdraw from the meeting room.

A member who discloses at a meeting a disclosable pecuniary interest which
is not registered in the Register of Members’ Interests or the subject of a
pending notification must notify the Monitoring Officer of the interest within 28
days of the disclosure.

Disclosable pecuniary interests, personal interests and prejudicial interests
are defined at Paragraphs 5-7 and Appendix A of the Members’ Code of
Conduct.

5. MINUTES (PAGES 1 - 6)

To confirm and sign the minutes of the Standards Committee meeting held on
29 June 2026.

6. CHANGES TO THE CONSTITUTION - REFORM OF PLANNING
COMMITTEES (PAGES 7 - 8)

Report of the Director of Built Environment & Highways
Reports and appendices to follow.
7. NEW ITEMS OF URGENT BUSINESS

As per item 3.

Democratic Services Contact: Richard Plummer, Committees Manager
Telephone: 020 8489 4319
Email: richard.plummer@haringey.gov.uk

Fiona Alderman
Director of Legal & Governance (Monitoring Officer)
George Meehan House, 294 High Road, Wood Green, N22 8JZ



Friday, 04 September 2026

Public Questions

Any resident, council tax payer or national non domestic rate payer of the Borough
may ask the Chair of any Committee or its sub bodies any question on anything for
which the Committee is responsible at any ordinary meeting. Notice of questions
must be given in writing to the Democratic Services Manager by 10 a.m. on such day
as shall leave three clear days before the meeting (e.g. Tuesday for a meeting on
the following Monday). The notice must give the name and address of the sender.
Should a question be rejected, the questioner will receive a written response
advising of this, including the reasons for the rejection.

Deputations

A deputation may only be received by a Committee or its sub bodies if a requisition
signed by not less than ten residents of the Borough, stating the object of the
deputation, is received by the Democratic Services Manager not later than 10am to
leave three clear days prior to the Committee meeting.

Accessibility Requirements

If you would like to attend and you have any special requirements, please email
Richard Plummer, Committees Manager at richard.plummer@haringey.gov.uk.
Please note that public seating is limited and will be allocated on a first come first
served basis.

Advice To Members On Declaring Interests

Information on declaring an interest is set out in the Council’s Constitution in Part 5
Section A. However, you may need to obtain specific advice on whether you have an
interest in a particular matter.

If you need advice, you can contact:

* Monitoring Officer

+ the Legal Adviser to the Committee; or

» Democratic Services.

If at all possible, you should try to identify any potential interest you may have before
the meeting so that you and the person you ask for advice can fully consider all the
circumstances before reaching a conclusion on what action you should take.
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MINUTES OF THE Standards Committee HELD ON Monday, 29th
June, 2026, 7.30 - 8.03 pm

PRESENT:

Councillors: Scott Emery, Mike Hodges, Andrea Hodgson (Chair),
Edward Thacker and Elin Weston

1.

FILMING AT MEETINGS

RESOLVED:

The filming at meetings notice was notice.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were none.

URGENT BUSINESS

There was none.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were none.

MINUTES

The minutes of the previous meeting 9 March 2026 were discussed.
RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the previous meeting 9 March 2026 were agreed.

MEMBERS ALLOWANCES SCHEME FOR 2026-2027 UPDATE TO REFLECT
ACCESS TO THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT PENSION SCHEME.

The Democratic Services and Scrutiny Manager introduced the report.
It was explained that this report sought to align the current pension scheme with
government regulations to allow for Members to join the Local Government Pension

Scheme.

It was explained that assurances had been received from the finance team to explain
that the impact of the scheme from employer contributions would not be significant,

due to the lower level of Councillor allowances.
LONDON 7
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It was noted that advice on enrolment, and the implications of enrolment, could be
sought by Members from the Pensions team, and it was additionally explained that
there was a scheduled Member briefing to explain the scheme in Autumn 2026.

RESOLVED:
That the Standards Committee recommended the following be adoptd by Full Council:

1. Agreed the updates to the Members’ Allowances Scheme set out at section 6
and reflected at Appendix 1 to the report.

2. Agreed to recommend that the Members’ Allowances Scheme 2026/27
attached at Appendix 1 and agreed by the Committee be adopted by Full
Council on 20 July 2026.

Reasons for decision

The Council had a legal duty to approve a Members Allowances Scheme before the
end of each year to cover the following year. The Council can amend a scheme any
time during the year. Following the change in legislation, on the 11 May 2026, to allow
councillors in England the option of joining the Local Government Pension Scheme,
the updated scheme was attached. This included some key information for members
about the LGPS and how they can opt in and make payments from their basic
allowance.

Alternative options considered.

No alternative options were considered as there was a duty to ensure that the scheme
reflects the provisions available to members.

DISPENSATION IN RELATION TO MEMBERSHIP OF NORTH LONDON WASTE
AUTHORITY (NLWA)

The Committees Manager introduced the report.

It was explained that the proposed dispensation would be in place to give Members of
the Cabinet permissions to make decisions in Cabinet and Full Council relating to the
NLWA.

It was noted that there were differences between the dispensation for Alexandra
Palace and Park Board and the NLWA appointment due to the Alexandra Palace and
Park Board being a Council appointment, which contained specific wording in the
Constitution to allow decision making to take place.

RESOLVED:
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The Standards Committee:

1. Agreed to grant a dispensation to Councillors Johann Beckford and Gio lozzi to
allow them to participate in debates and votes on matters relating to NLWA
business: waste disposal, energy from waste, waste facilities, waste transfer
stations, reuse and recycling and any other waste related issues until
Councillors Johann Beckford and Gio lozzi cease to be a member of NLWA;
and

2. Agreed that granting the dispensation is in the interests of persons living in the
authority's area.

3. Delegated authority to the Monitoring Officer to prepare the dispensation for
publication on the Council’s website.

Reasons for decision

Under the Council’s Constitution, the Standards Committee is responsible for granting
dispensations to councillors and co-opted members from requirements relating to
interests set out in the Members’ Code of Conduct.

Alternative options considered

To not grant a dispensation. Where a dispensation is not granted, a councillor present
at a meeting with a disclosable pecuniary interest or a prejudicial interest in any matter
to be considered, or being considered at the meeting may not participate in any
discussion nor vote on the matter and must withdraw from the room.

CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES
The Democratic Services and Scrutiny Manager introduced the report.

It was explained that the threshold for requiring political assistants had been reached
by three political groups within the Council.

Officers stressed that there was a need to demonstrate value for money for these
posts, and that the Council would undertake the required due diligence to ensure this
value. However, it was explained, that, in the meantime, there was a need to recruit to
these roles, due to the current need of the political groups. Following this, a review of
the roles would be undertaken over the next year. It was explained that the outcome
of the reviews would be considered by the Appointments Panel.

It was noted that there had been additional wording proposed to be added to the
Constitution which codified the role of the Political Assistant which would enable this
work to be undertaken.

Officers explained that the review into the role would be wide-ranged and would
consider different options of delivery, as well as benchmark how other Local
Authorities undertake the role.
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Following questions from the Committee, the following points were made:

Members expressed support for the role as a good point of contact and liaison
between officers and Members.

It was noted by officers that there were possibilities to differentiate hours of the
role, which could be considered as part of the review.

The Committee expressed concerns regarding transparency of the
Appointments Panel in reviewing the role of the Political Assistant. It was
suggested, and agreed, that the review be referred to Standards Committee
rather than the Appointments panel, and amend recommendation 3.5 to reflect
this.

RESOLVED:

That the Standards Committee recommended the following to Full Council:

1.

5.

Noted the current best value considerations for appointment of political
assistants set out at section 7 of the report for three political groups noting that
there is a maximum of 3 positions that can be appointed to meet legislative
requirements.

. Taking into account the government Guidance which suggests that there

should be reviews of these particular posts to ensure value for money, agreed
the appointment of three political assistants on a one-year fixed contract ending
in September 2027 to allow a review of these roles between August and
November 2026.

Agreed to a review of the roles, including potential options for employment on a
full or part - time basis, taking account the operation of the roles and whether
they continue to provide value for money, particularly in the light of the
Council’s challenging financial position.

Agreed that the review findings and final decisions on the terms and conditions
of the appointments and contracts are delegated to the Standards Committee
for final decision in November 2026, in time for consideration as part of the
budget proposals if required.

Agreed the updates to the Council’s Constitution set out at Appendix 1.

Reasons for decision

The increase in the number of political groups with over 10% of council membership.

To meet government Guidance which suggested that there should be reviews of these
particular posts to ensure value for money.

The need to update the Council’s Constitution on these appointments as there was
currently not the detail required by section 9 of the 1989 Act.
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Alternative options considered

To not agree the continuation of the appointment of Political Assistants and delete
these posts from the establishment of the Democratic Services and Scrutiny Team.
This was not agreed by the political group leaders and it is acknowledged that political
assistants could play a valuable role in supporting the political decision-making of the
Council.

9. CONFIRMATION OF THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE STANDARDS ASSESSMENT
AND HEARING SUB-COMMITTEES

The Committees Manager introduced the report. The rationale for the report was
outlined.

There were no questions regarding the report.
RESOLVED:
That the Standards Committee:
1. Agreed that, given the need for members’ expertise and discretion, the
membership of the Standards Assessment Sub-Committee and the Standards
Hearing Sub-Committee be the same as the membership of the Standards
Committee.
10. COMMITTEE WORK PROGRAMME
The Committee Work Programme was discussed.
RESOLVED:
The Committee Work Programme was noted.
11. NEW ITEMS OF URGENT BUSINESS
There were none.
12. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next extraordinary meeting was agreed as the 14 September 2026.

The next meeting was agreed as 3 November 2026.

CHAIR: Councillor Andrea Hodgson

Signed by Chair ..o,
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Report for: Standards Committee, 14 September 2026

Title: Reform of Planning Committees — constitutional changes
Report

authorised by: Rob Krzyszowski, Director of Built Environment & Highways
Lead Officer: Catherine Smyth, Head of Development Management &

Planning Enforcement

Ward(s) affected: N/A

Report for Key/
Non-Key Decision: N/A

1.

Describe the issue under consideration

A report on the Government'’s introduction of a national scheme of delegation
prescribing which planning and related applications should be determined by an
officer or committee in the legislation made on 15™ July 2026 (and taking effect
on 31st October 2026), The Town and Country Planning (Discharge of Local
Planning Authority functions) (England) Regulations 2026 (the ‘Regulations’),
and the changes to the Council’s Constitution required to implement those
delegations.

Cabinet Member Introduction
N/A

Recommendations

To consider and agree the proposed changes to the Constitution set out in this
report, to implement the national delegations in the Regulations, and to
recommend adoption of these changes to Full Council on 12th October 2026.
Reasons for decision

To implement new legislation and ensure the council, as local planning
authority, makes decisions in accordance with the new legislation.

Alternative options considered

The option of not amending the Constitution was considered but not pursued as
the Council will be under an obligation to comply with the requirements in the
Regulations on 31 October 2026.

Reform of Planning Committees

Report to follow

Appendices

Appendix A — Main Report (to follow)

Appendix B - Constitution and Planning Protocol Proposed Changes (to follow)

Appendix C — Clean version of amended Constitution (proposed) (to follow)

| |
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